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Imprimatur, 


Ex Zdib. h_ 'Guil. Needham, R. R. in 
Eos & whoa Chrifto P. ac D; Wile | 


helmo Archiep. Cant. 
4 Sacr. Domeſt. 
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TO THE 
Right Worſhipful 
WILLIAM SALTER Eſq; 
MAYOR of tte CITY 
of NORWICH. 


Honoured Sir, | 


7 was a kind of Proverbial Saying amongff the 
Jews (as Druſtus notes) fine ſtationibus nou ſab- 
. fiſkeret Mundus ; the World could not ſtand with- 
out Prayers. And truly were it without Prayers, 
it would be no no matter (in good Mens account) 
whether it ſtood or not. For as the Stoick ſaid rightly, 
x ir Ev, Oc. It 1s not worth the while to live in a 
World empty of Gods and Providence : /o it wonld 
not be worth the while, for ſerious Chriſtians , to live 
in this World, were it void of Devotion and without 
Prayers. : 
But therefore how happy a People are we, for whom in 
© the caſe of Publick: Prayers (the moſt confiderable of all) 
there is care taken, and proviſion made, not only by a 
Sound, but alſo a moſt Singular and Extraordinary 
LITURGT. And ſuch (in reſpeft of the Goodneſs of 
it.) That of our CHU RCH, will, and muſt appear 
fo be, to every piaus and unprejudicd mind, which but 
lightly conſiders it, in the General or Integrative Parts 
thereof. Thus, 
Its CONFESSIONS are ſo humble and pathe- 
| A} tick, 


:, ” 
_— } 
” dy 
by — - 


[ The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


_ fiek, that they ſeem to breathe nothing but the very Spirit 


FAC Cana 


of Repemance : and that in rhe apteſt and livelieſt words 
imaginable. In ſuch words, as the moſt tender, bleeding, 
=: 279 87 Sinzers, ſhall*not need , . aud cannot with 
70 pour out their ſorrows in fitter. 

Its SUPPLICATIONS axd . PRATERS 
are ſo pregnant azd ſignificant, that the hotteſt zeal in 
the higheſt Saints, may ſpend all its ſtrength and vigour 
in rehearſing them; and needs none- more copious or empha- 
tical” whereby to went its whole force and ardency, though: 
never ſo vehement.- 2 V-. | 

Its. INTERCESSTIONS are ſo free and afte- 
Qionate, that they are able not only to fill out and exer-. 
ciſe the largeſt Charity, where it is; but to ventiate 


and blow it up, where it is not : teaching it in_ what mea- 


ſures it ſhould ſpread and diffuſe its ſelf, and, to what - 
heights or degrees it muſt riſe and flame. 

Iis THANKSGIVINGS are ſo full and ſtrong, 
that they can ſpeak the beſt Gratitude of Men to: GOD: - 
and if their real Thankfulneſs, be but ſutable and adequate 
zo the Liturgical expreſſions ; they never need queſtion, 


either their own ſincerity in that noble Duty, or the Dis 
wine acceptance of their. Eachariſt. . 

Its HTMNS and-DO XOL0G]JS are ſo lofty 
and Angelical, that as nothing can be carried up to an 
higher. Elevation of raviſhing ſweetneſs on Earth; ſo they. 
who devoutly hear or uſe them, can hardly think, but they. 
are almoſt in Heaven. Lo 

In a word; ſuch is, the whole MATTE R, and. 
COMPOSURE of it, that though it be difficult to dee 
termine, whether the One be. more_ſubſtantial, or zhe. 
Orher more.abſolute ; yet nothing can. be mare. obvious, 
or eaſy to difcern , than_ that Both. are- moſt excel-, 
enr. 

| But notwithRlanding all, the fate .of- this very L.1-- 
=. FERAGC1, 


-- — Er —_ 44 ww _—- GG 4 4% in do lA AC. << DA af A>D eV, — *- ” 


mmm he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Pleaſure as to publiſhing of it. And I wiſh (as I did when 
Toa firſt f 'd with me) that the fair hopes Tau have 


conceive £4 it, may prove to be the meaſures of its real 
ſucceſs. Then I ſhall not repent of yitlding to Tour De- 
fires, which (conſidering the Argument anil nature of my 
Dsſcourſe) how mean and imperfett ſoever T have made 
#) are a manifeſt indication of ſuth principles in Tou, | as 
are proper and neceſſary for one in Tour Station ; and 
feem to give people good grounds of aſſurance, that Tou 
will intend G O D's Service, as well as the XK ING's. 

To which Service of GO D, that what here is delivered, 
may contribute ſomething ; I have wow the opinion of many 
others, as well as of your ſelf. And even our Excellent 
DIOCES AN (without whoſe _—_ , T could 
by no means think of paſſing it to the Preſs) was pleaſed 
to ſhew HIIS Candour towards it, by ſaying, HE 
thought it very well worthy of the Publick ; and be- 
lieved, that it might do a great deal of Gord. Which I 
chuſe to mention, as being ſean zt will be a furtherance 
to the, Gaod if may 4q; ; and add confiderably to its Vſe- 
fulneſs that way. G.- 

And now, Sir, that Tou have recommended this Ser- 


 monto the World, I muſt beg leave humbly to mind Tou 


of one thing. That it will henceforth look, that Tou Jhould 
countenance and promote its honeſt Defign. IT mean, not 
only 2. the intereſt of Tour Authority , but the Power 0 
Towr' Example, i» the PUBLICK PRATER®v. 
v0 
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So Tour noted compliance with what is here urged, will 
winningly inforce it, as to thoſe about Tou; and belp. it to 
operate with the more kindly influence. And by the ſame 
Exemplarineſs, Tou ſhall not only approve yu ſelf greatly 
to GOD, i# a Religious Duty ; but be in a wa 
obtaining HIS Grace and Bleſſing, for the better diſe 
_ of that Civil Truſt, which z moſt worthily repoſet 
in Ton. | 

In the management of which, that Ton may anſwer 
and exceed the juſtly raiſed expefations of Good Men; 
and ſo acquit your ſelf in all reſpefts and capacities; as. 
that of a wiſe Governour of your ſelf, and one City here 
below ; Ton may at laſt be made Ruler over many things 
and Cities above : 7s the earneſt Prayer of Gr 


SIR, 


Norwich, Your moſt Faithful. . 


Fuly x. 1686» | | F 
and moſt humble Servant, 


Eraſmus Warren, 


1 Timothy 2, 1, 2. 
T exhort therefore, that firſt of all Suppli- 


cations, Prayers, Interceſſions, and gi= 
ving of thanks, be made for all men, + 
For. Kings, and for all that are in au= 


thority, that we may lead a quiet and 


 peaceable life, in all Godlinefi and ho= 
neſiy. pr I "0 21 Et 


Hey are the words of St. Paul to Timothy. 
Who being by that famous DoQtor of the 
Gentiles converted to Chriſtianity (there- 
fore called * his Son in. the Faith) and 

©.  J_ proving a ſingular proficient therein ; 

was afterward conſtituted or placed by him ,: the fir/# 

Biſhop of Epheſus, the known Metropolis of the Procon- 

ſular Afia. So fays the anonymous Writer of his Life in 

Phorius.. t Timothy the Apoſtle (fo they || ſtiled a Biſhop 


* I Tim. I, 2, 


T Amro 


of old) was. conſecrated and inſtalled Biſhop of the, Metro- Tiybleos, ins 


polis of the Epheſians, by great Paul. 


uezdns Tau 
Av 1 Xetes10 


villa Tov "Egzoiov wilegmeacus Emoxoms, x) Weovicelar. || Tas vov rgauutres "Emo- 


26-785, *Amozinss wvouator. Theodoret. 


Whence (by the way) may fitly be inferred, . 7he:an- 
tiquity and ſacredyeſs of Dioceſan Epiſcopacy. Which 
(though it was of late fo rudely icorned and baſely 
trampled on, and to this very day is'too courlly treated 
by ſome diſreſpe&ful perſons amongſt us). is a malt ho- 


ly, and was a:moſt early Inſtitution. The Charcli of -c - 


CHRIST: was under _ Polity, even.1n-her + 
an 
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and pureſt times ; and Saint Pau! himſelf Commilſion'd 

from above, 'was a principal Agent in erecting it. And 

it being ſet up fo ſoon amongſt Chriſtians, and by this 

FUE Great Apoſtles approbation and-aſliſtance (who in fo 
a weighty an affairas the ſetling of Church Government, 

E | had donbtleſs extraordinary Inſtructions from Heaven) 

| we may juſtly conclude, that the Epifſcopacy thus in-- 

| troduc'd and eſtabliſht, is Divine and Holy, as well as 

" Ancient. Were itany whit unlawfuland Antichriſtian, 

| as ſome pretend; a perſon of ſuch Conſcience and -inte- 


4 _  grity as St. Paul, would never have countenanc'd it, 
y much leſs have been inſtrumental to the eſtabliſhment 
[i of it. Which yet He was, by preferring 7:mothy to be 
vg Archbiſhop of Fpheſus, and ſo Metropolitan of the Lef- 
ſer A/ta. | 


And (which is more) not only St. Paul, but even 
GOD Himſelf, was concern'd in his Election agd pro- 
4: motion to this Dignity. For he was advanced td it by 
*Y.18. Revelation; wi nopidas (as we read in the * firſt 
Chapter of this Epiſtle) arcording to Prophecies which 
went of him before-hand, and plainly ſignify'd he ſhould 
be a Biſhop. And*fo'other Prelates were faid to be ſer 
over the Flock of GOD (it the ſame Country) by the- 
HOLY. GHOSTI,., As 20. 28. And when 
ALMIGHTY GOD was thus far intereſſed in 
the caſe of Dioceſan Biſhops, as to bring them into His 
al Church (in a great meaſure) by Hts own immediate 
71 Hand ; nothing ſurely can be more:authentic, than this 
Wi. ſacred Order. of: Men is.  But'then what honour and 
| obedience do 'we 'all owe to them, and how conſcien- 
cioufly ſhould we pay the ſame > An ancient Father, 
an eminent Saint, and moſt \Glorious Martyr, I mean 
* Hnatius (in his Epiſtle to-:the Tralias, atteſted by 
bl! + Hiſt. lib. 3- + Euſebius to be genuine) calls for the Duties at onr 
Los hands, in'theſe words. To Pnoxiay imſdordr, d; my _—_ 
_ Submit 
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Submit ye to the Biſhop, as to the LORD. 'ANicn mie. 


| *Emaoronw pay, os Xexvv, Reverence your Biſhop, as 


CHRIST. And fo let us Reverence and ſubmit to 
our Biſhops. Who, though now they are choſen in a 
more ordinary manner, which (in regard of the Apo- 
ſtles Itinerary, and unfixt condition) they could not ſo 
well at firſt be; yet is their Office the very ſame it was 
then. But not to digreſs too far. | 
Timothy being called to the wav tpvr, * Good work of a * 1 Tim. 3-1: 

Biſhop ; St. Paul in this Epiſtle, .minds him ſeriouſly of 
his Epiſcopal Duty, and urges and preſles him to vigi- 
lance in it, and a faithful and diligent performance of it, 
putting him upon neceſſary: and impartant ations. Thus 
in the firſt Chapter, he is earneſt with: him to Ifſue out 
his. INTJUNCTIONS, or Authoritative Dire&ions 


for Orthodox Preaching. + 7 beſought thee to refidet V3: 


at Epheſus , that thou mighteſt charge fome, wi. ireeg- 
SLeargaziv, not to teach heterodoxly. And another very 
material thing, which he gravely, piouſly, and like an 
Apoſtle, adviſes him to, here in the Text ; is, that he 
would get a Lyturgy compoſed, and Offices of Publick 
Devotion fet forth, to be ufed throughout his whole 
See or Province. 7 exhort therefore, Qtc. by 
The illative Particle,  zherefore, ſends us back to the 
eighteenth Verſe of the foregoing Chapter. There it 
is given in charge to Timothy, to War a good warfare. 
Which that he might do , he is here exhorted to take 
care of G OD's Service, and to furniſh his Flock with 
ſuch Methods or Forms of Publick Prayer, as might be 
proper for them , and acceptable to GOD, in their 
holy Aſſemblies. Wirhout doing this, the Archbiſhop 
of Epheſus could by no means was feglever, Iaudably 
diſcharge that venerable Office, wherewtth he was dig- 
nity'd in the Militant Church. 
' The Text is a Deſcription of Publick Prayer. And 
| B z though 


ld 


A SERMON Preached in the 
though it be not a graphical one, or exact to the Lite ; 
ſome - finiſhing ſtrokes being wanting to render the 
draught compleat ; yet the Principal Features or Linea- 
ments of it are well expreſſed, and repreſented in their 

true and fair Proportions. 
To let pals the reſt, I note theſe fix particulars in 
the words, tonching Publick, or COMMUNE 
FLAMTER .-.-: | 
_ Tts Uſefulneſs or Neceſſity. 
Its Dignity or Excellence. 
Its Parts or Members. 
Its Natare or Quality. 
Its Extent or Latitude. 
Its Scope or Ends. 

Firſt, Its Tſefulneſs or Neceſſidy, 15 obſervable. That 
which an Apoſtle exhorts to; that which CHRIST 
or GOD Himſelf exhorts'to by an Apoſtle ; can be. 
no ſuperfluous or indifferent thing. But the Great GOD 

one inſpired from above, by one in Divine and A- 
poſtolick Commiſſion ; does here exhort to have a Li- 

turgy compiled : and therefore it can at no rate be 
vain and unneceſſary, but moſt uſeful and needful. 

Even the fame holy Man, whom the SPIRIT 

_ _ other-whiles ſets on work ,, to exhort Chriſtians to 
+ AR. 14. 22. * continue in the Faith : to exhort them to + preſent 
T Rom. 12:1. zhezr bodies a living ſacrifice to GO D : to exhort them 
fr Theſſ. 4.1, to || walk ſo as to pleaſe GOD, and the like : even that 

very Man, is here imploy'd by the fame Good SPIRIT, 
to exhort 7imothy to take care of Church Prayers; and 
to get ſuch convenient Forms fitted up, as might be 
every way ſutable and ſerviceable to the People. As if 
this Duty were as uſeful and neceſſary as thoſe ; or at 
leaſt highly neceſlary , and exceeding uſeful, in order 
to them. | | X 
And indeed to fay that it 1s not neceſſary and uſeful, 
1S 


Cathedral-Charch at NOR WICH. "0 
is to fay thar the Apoſtle's ſolemn Exhortation, 1s with- 
out weight, and to no end. Which to think and affirm, 
would be the ſame, as to hold and averr, that GOD 
does ſometimes ſpeak to men, but mean nothing; and 
that the Voice of. His word, they need not regard. 

To imagine He put 7imothy upon Private Prayer, 
would be to croſs the whole ſtream of * Expoſitors at * De publicis 
once, and even the Apoſtle himſelf likewiſe. Who de: een 
clares that his intent in writing this Epiſtle ro him, was, 1 == 
that he might know how he ought to behave himſelf in the = rv 
Fleuſe of GOD, which is the Church, Chap. 3. 14, 15. publicis Eccle- 
Thar is, to dire& him what P«blick As he ſhould do, aRicis BeZ. 
and what Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs he ſhould look to and bale hn 


order, in his Metropolitical Station or capacity. And £/* communes 
Preces. Gerh. 


this Letter of St. Pau/s running chiefly upon publick y;m. vn. 
Concerns ; the Prayers which he here requires to be Cap. $1. pa. 


. (mihi b 
made, muſt in all likelihood be of that nature. ny Len 


place I adviſe thee, and all the Biſhops under thy Metropolis, that you have conſtant Pub- 
iick Offices of Devotion. Door Ham. P araph. 

He preſcribes Publick Prayers in the Church. Deod. Annot. 
 Signifying the Publick Devotions of the Church, in her Service or Liturgy. Eng. 


- Annot« | 


But then if it be neceſſary that ſuch Prayers 
be compoſed; we muſt remember , it is as ne- 
ceſſary that they be frequented. If there be a ne- 
celiity of making ſuch Prayers for our uſe ; there is a 
neceſiity for our uſing them when they are made, 

The ſecond thing preſented to us, is the Dignity or 
Excellence of Publick Prayer : it is a 
tPRIME Duty of Chriſtianity. The F 7.0 II orcs oe 
Apoſtle pives the (ofs) Priority _ a ar, quam KEUeerhs, Eſt, is 
that. Yea, not only St. Paul, but the | He gives the precedency to 
Council of Apoſtles do the like, Atts 6. 4. 44 P25 — 
We will give our febves to Prayer and the 
Miniſtry of the word. There the Primacy 1s aſſign'd to 
Prayer, and it is evidently preferr'd before Preaching. 
And 


—_— 
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mM Chap. 4 
Ve 4z5o 


f Apol.cap.30. 
| Strom. lib. 7. 


* Fuſt. lib. Zo 
| Cap..20. Set. 
29. 


Ang well it may, in regard of its ſuperlative worth 
and virtue. For as it isa Duty of neareſt acceſs to 
GOD, fo it contains a Catholick influence in its felt ; 
able to hallow all thoſe Creatures which Divine Provi- 
dence has put into our hands , and Divine Permiſſion 
legitimated to our uſe. So we read in this very Epi- 
ſtle, that * every Creature of GO D tu good, when ſan- 
aify'd by Prayer. 

It is the moſt acceptable Service, that can be tendred 
tothe DEITY. And therefore 7ertulian calls it, 
T Pingue ſacrificium, & opimam hoſtiam : a fat Sacrifice, 
and rich Offering. And || Clemens of Alexandria, not 
only Ovoiar *Exxancies, the Churches Sacrifice; but, Suoias 
aeicw x; d£0)drw, the beſt and moſt holy Sacrifice. Due ob- 
lation of which, aftets the ALMIGHTY infinite- 
ly more, than if we ſhould daily preſent Him, with 
Clouds of coſtlieſt Aromatick Incenſe, and make His 
Altars ſmoke with repeated Hecatombs. And becauſe 
this piece of Religion, is ſo worthy in it felt, and to 
GOD fo grateful ; therefore the Place of His ſtand- 
ing Worſhip, deriv'd its Title or Denomination from 
it, and was called the Houſe of Prayer. Yea, GOD 
Himſelf was pleas'd to affix the Appellative ; My Houſe 


ſhall be called the HOUSE OF PRAYER, Efay 


56. 7. By which expreſſion, even Mr. Ca/vin conteſ- 
ſcth, that GOD bath taught , the Commune Prayers of 
the Church, * prxcipuam cultus ſui partem eſſe, to be 
the principal part of his Worſhip. And truly if Publick 
Prayer were not moſt eſtimable , and GOD had not 
had ſingular reſpe& for that Duty ; why ſhould He 
adopt its name into the Charafter of His Dwelling, cal- 
ling it the Zouſe of Prayer, and not rather the Zouſe of 
Sacrifice? Eipecially there being many Proſeuche , or 
Houſes of Prayer in the Land; and but oze tor Sacrifice, 
that famous Temple there meant or ſpoken of. 

| I 
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| would not be miſunderſtood in this matter. It is 
not my deſign to eclipſe or leſſen any of GOD's Or- 
dinances, or to bring their worthineſs into queſtion or 
contempt. I revere them all, and wiſh the whole 
World would prize and honour them. I highly eſteem 
the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments ; and defire 
more general and frequent reſorts, to the comfortable 
and myſterious Table of the LORD; and doubtleſs 
it is a grief and affliction to good men, to ſee that pi- 
ous Cuſtom of Saints of old, of meeting fo * oftex at * In the 4fri- 


the Holy Communion, no better obſerv'd and kept up CH 


amongſt us. 1 carey value the Preaching of the nicated every 
Word; as the ordinary Inſtrument in the hand of the 92; Excbor 
SPIRIT, to beget Faith in Unbehevers, and to con- aa cibew tos 
firm and encourage hearty Chriſtians. Let theſe and !is accipimus. 


. . . C 'D. de Ora- 
all other Inſtitutions of Heaven, be reverenc'd' as they nn De: 


ought ; I deny them not their Right. All that I ftand Afterwards e- 


: : . _— S » 
for-is, that Publick Prayer may have its Due. That pong 


that may be regarded aez7v milo, firſt of af/ ; as being chariſtie com- 
a PRIME Duty of Chriſtianity. — 

pere, nec lau- 
do, nec yeprehendo. Omnibus tamen Dominicis diebus communicandum ſuadeo & hortor, ſs ta- 
men mens ſine affefiu peccandi fit. Aug. de Eccl. Dogmat. cap. 53- Though the truth is, 
the times of communicating in St. 4xſtin's days, were various and incertain in the Church; 
as he tells Fanuarius In an Epiſtle to him. Alii. quotidie communicant.corpori &# ſanguini 
Dominico, alii certis diebus accipiunt: alibi nullus dies intermittitur quo non offeratur, alibi 
Sabbatho tantum & Dominico, alibi non niſi Dominico: But as for communicating hurt once 
4 year; iris grievouſly condemned, even at Geneva. For Mr. Calvin calls it, certiſſimum 
. Diaboli inventum, a moſt certain invention of the Devils ; and complains that the cuſtom 

was thruſt in (where it 1s practiſed) by bis art. uſt. lib. 4. cap. 17. 


- 'And ſince it is ſo, What ail ſo many to loath it 'as-they 
do 2: We had nothing but Prayers to day (they cry) 
or there will be nothing but Prayers to day. That is, 
. nothing but the choiceſt part of GOD's Worſhip, and 
- the Noble/t imployment in our Religion. It ſounds 
. very. harſhly and ftrange/3,maxthipks ; and not unlike 
that :diſdainful; and- Pro,,..cing complaint;, of the too 
well fed, but cloycd, ingrateful, and murmuring {ſrac- 

Es lites ; 
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* Chap. 4+ 
Ve 4» 5» 


f Apol.cap.30. 
|| Strom. lib. 7. 


 * Fuſt. libs 3+ 


Ccap..20. Set. 
29. 


Ana well it may, in regard of its ſuperlative worth 
and virtue. For as it isa Duty of neareſt acceſs to 
GOD, fo it contains a Catholick influence in its felt ; 
able to hallow all thoſe Creatures which Divine Provi- 
dence has put into our hands , and Divine Permiſſion 
legitimated to our uſe. So we read in this very Epi- 
ſtle, that * every Creature of GO D # good, when ſan- 
aify'd by Prayer. 

It is the moſt acceptable Service, that can be tendred 
tothe DEITY. And therefore Zertul/zan calls it, 
T Pingue ſacrificium, & opimam hoftiam : a fat Sacrifice, 
and rich Offering. And || Clemens of Alexandria, not 
only Ovoier *Exxanoizs, the Churches Sacrifice ; but, Suoiav 
aelcw , Jew, the beſt and moſt holy Sacrifice. Due ob- 
lation of which, aftets the ALMIGHTY infinite- 
ly more, than if we ſhould daily preſent Him, with 
Clouds of coſtlieft Aromatick Incenſe, and make His 
Altars ſmoke with repeated Hecatombs. And becauſe 
this piece of Religion, is ſo worthy in it ſelf, and to - 
GOD fo grateful ; therefore the Place of His ſtand- 
ing Worſhip, deriv'd its Title or Denomination from 
it, and was called the Fouſe of Prayer. Yea, GOD 
Himſelf was pleas'd to affix the Appellative ; My Houſe 
ſhall be called the HOUSE OF PRAYER, Efay 
56. 7. By which expreſſion, even Mr. Calvin confeſ- 
ſeth, that GOD hath taught , the Commune Prayers of 
the Church, * prxcipuam cultus ſui partem elle, to be 
the principal part of his Worſhip. And truly it Publick 
Prayer were not moſt eſtimable , and GOD had not 
had ſingular reſpe& for that Duty ; why ſhould He 
adopt its name into the Character of His Dwelling, cal- 
ling it the ZZouſe of Prayer, and not rather the Zouſe of 
Sacrifice? Eipecially there being many Proſeuche , or 
Houſes of Prayer in the Land; and but oze tor Sacrifice, 
that famous Temple there meant or ſpoken of. 

; I 
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| would not be miſunderſtood in this matter. It is 
not my deſign to eclipſe or leſſen any of G O D's Or- 
dinances, or to bring their worthineſs into queſtion or 
contempt. I revere them all, and wiſh the whole 
World would prize and honour them. TI highly eſteem 
the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments ; and deſire 
more general and frequent reſorts, to the comfortable 
and myſterious Table of the LORD; and doubtleſs 
it is a grief and affliction to good men, to ſee that pi- 
ous Cuſtom of Saints of old, of meeting fo * oftex at * In the Afri- 


the Holy Communion, no better obſerv'd and kept up 2 —_ 
amongſt us. I cer gy value the Preaching of the nicated every 
Word; as the ordinary Inſtrument in the hand of the Fre _ 
SPIRIT, to beget Faith in Unbelievers, and to con- aa chow fs 
firm and encourage hearty Chriſtians. Let theſe and - a 
all other Inſtitutions of Heaven, be reverenc'd/ as they ihe ener 


ought ; I deny them not their Right. All that I ftand Afterwards e- 
for-is, that Publick Prayer may have its,Due. That oy _ 


that may be regarded &z7» mvlev, firſt of af ; as being chariſtie com- 
a PRIME Duty of Chriſtianity. O— 

pere, nec lau- 
do, nec reprehendo. Omnibus tamen Domnicis diebus communicandum ſuadeo & hortor, ſs ta- 
men mens ſine affetiu peccandi fit. Aug, de Eccl. Dogmat. cap. 53. Though the truth is, 
the times of communicating in St. Axſtin's days, were various and incertain in the Church; 
as he tells Zanuarius in an Epiſtle to him. Alii. quotidie communicant.corpori &> ſanguini 
Dominico, alii certis diebus accipiunt: alibi nullus dies intermittitur quo non offeratur, alibi 
Sabbatho tantum &+ Dominico, alibi non niſs Dominico: But as'for communicating hut once 
& year; it is grievoufly condemned, even at Geneva. For Mr. Calvin calls it, certifſimum 


. Diaboli inventum, a moſt certain invention of the Devils ; and complains that the cuſtom 


was thruſt in (where it is practiſed) by bis art. Fuſt. lib. 4. cap. 17. 


= And ſince it 15 ſo, What ail ſo many to loath it as they 
do 2: We had nothing but Prayers to day (they cry) 
or there will be nothing but Prayers to day, That 1s, 
. nothing but the choice/# part of GOD's Worſhip, and 
- the No#le/t imployment in our Religion. It ſounds 
. very. harſhly and ftrange/3,methinks ; and.not unlike 
that difdainful, and- pro,,...cing complaint;, of the too 
well ted, but cloyecd, ingrateful, and murmuring ſrae- 

Ds lites ; 
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lites ; there is nothing at all befides this Manna, And we 
are too ſick indeed of their nice, and fooliſh, and urt- 
reaſonable ſqueamithneſs. Greedy of Leeks, and Ony- 
ons&$and Garlick ; while we nauſeate Celeſtial and An- 


_ gelick Food. But whence proceeds this 4v<&iz, or 74- 


appetency ; this ſpiritual, ſinful, difguſtive coyneſs ? Tt 
happens, I fear, according to the holy Proverb , The 
full flomach loaths the honey-comb. Men are full of Pride 
and Humour, and Opinion and Prejudice; and this fo 
vitiates and perverts their Palates, that they cannot re- | 
liſh what is divinely ſweet, as well as wholeſome. 
Again, Publick Prayer being a Prixcipal Duty to be 
performed by us, Zow ſhamefully and intollerably do they 
offend, who wilfally pretermit, or paſs by Publick Prayer. 
Eſpecially they, who by omitting it themſelves, bar 
others from the bleſſed Exerciſe, and deprive them of 
its Fruits in any meaſure. I mean Parochial Miniſters. 
To them it belongs to offer up the Prayers of Holy 
Church, with, and for thoſe that are under their charge. 
If theſe therefore ſo far deſpiſe the Liturgy , as many 
times not to uſe it at all; or to mangle it and read but 
part of whats appointed ; when nothing hinders their 


' reciting of the whole: they fail in performing a 
PRIME Duty, and by their criminous failure, injure 


their Flocks in an high degree. What will ſuch an- 
{wer, when G OD calls them to accompt ? 'and how 
heavy will their Sentence be 2 IF the Judicial Laws of 
the Realm put them to Death, that ſteal the Challice 
oft the Communion Table ; what ſhall become of thoſe 
that rob GOD of His appropriate Worſhip, and their 
reſpeQtive Congregations of its uſe and benefit > How- 
ever-this Sacrilege, as to temporal Juſtice, may eſcape 
with impunity ; there is csjainly an inexorable Neme- 


is above, that without Repaafance will never let it go _ 


unreveng'd, W 
Laſtly, 


E — 
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Laſtly, Since Publick Prayer is ſo eminent a Duty, 
How ſhould this induce people to anwearied conſtancy, or 
at leaſt to all poſſible frequency in the Exerciſe. Can 
Men be better imploy'd , than in the PRIME or 
chief Duty of their Religion 2 (Or indeed can Miniſters 
be better imploy'd, than in recommending it to them; 
Upon which conſideration I do it at preſent; hoping 
withal by this Diſcourſe, to do better. ſervice, than by 
another. ) | | 

Here therefore in the Name and Fear of GOD; in 
the ſight of his Holy unſeen Angels; and in the pre- 
fence of this viſible * Angel of His ; I demand and. * The Biſhop 
challenge this Performance at your hands. Prize it: 


_ highly, love it heartily, and diſcharge it conſcionably. 


Never ſtudy or invent Excuſes to keep ye from it, ne- 

ver allow or admit of any that are ſlight or trivial. But 

firmly reſolve to join with Holy Church in. Her Hea- 

venly Prayers, as oft as you are in circumſtances of 
doing.it. - Our omiſſions of this nature perhaps have 

been too many already, and' we have a ſevere account 

to make for them : O let us not ſwell that fad account, 

by heaping up. more of the fame guilt ;- but rather 

make amends for paſt negle&s , by diligence for the 

tuture.. T know-we ſtand not alone in this fault, alas ! 

it is a General crime amongſt us; fo general, that 

there are few places free from it. And this Univerſal 
prevalence of it, is that which renders it the more 
deplorable ; and makes it fitter to be' lamented 

with an Ocean of tears, than a torrent of words. And 
therefore I ſay no more concerning it, only this. Re- 
member, +We muſt not follow a multitude to do evil. + Exod. 23.2} 
But if we will , let us not think that the Communeſs 

of the ſin, will extenuate or excuſe it ; and make'it 

to be either. the more pardonable or the /eſs puniſh». 

able. | F:. 
* C Motives 
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Motzves to Publick Prayer might-be offered in abun- 
dance; nor would their weight be. inferiour to their 
number. But for brevities ſake I hint but two. The 
Firſt is the Excellency. of our Liturgy. Which indeed 


| is great. For (beſides that in it there 1s a praying in. 
' an unknown tongue; no praying, unto Saints ; 10 Hs. 


for the Dead; or the like unwarrantable Superſtitions) 
ſo pure and pious, ſo ſolid and admirable 1s it through- 
out ; that I do not queſtion but St. Paul himſelf, were 
he now alive, would own it as agreeable to his Standard 
or Rule for Liturgjes in the Text ; and declare his ap. 
probation-, by his publick uſe of.it, And can we be 
backward to pray by. ſuch a Liturgy ? O rather how 
ſhould we rejoice-.at- the work , and bleſs our Good 
GOD. for the liberty of doing it. 

The ſecond Motive is this. 7he readieſt way to have our 
Prayers ſpeed.is to mingle them witlf thoſe of Chriltian com- 
munity, Commune requeſtsare ſtrong by Union; and pre- 
vail with Heaven ; and while the ſingle Votes of: Saints 
in ſecret are-deny'd, the joint; Petitions of deyout Aſſem- 
blies prove effeCtual, and: return laden with moſt happy 
anſwers. One ſingular advantage they-have to. this pur- 
poſe, is, that the Miniſter, preſents them unto G OD; 
whom He has authoriz'd to ſpeak: to. His MAJESTY, 
and ordained to ſupplicate- or: intercede-for the people. 
And he many times ſhall-be- accepted for them, when 
they ſhall: not be accepted for themſelves. Yea, by 
virtue of-his Function, he ſhall-be heard for them, when 
he ſhall not be heard for. his own perſon. So that if 
we be in good carneft, and would obtain what we ask, 
let us pray with the Congregation: Then are our De- 
votions molt like to. proſper , when they are fo con=. 
ſorted and unanimous. Provided-they be. oftered up 
aright: That is with Fervency, Holineſs, and Humility 
(to name no other Qualifications, 

| Firſt, 
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Firſt, with Fervency. With a zealous vehemence and 
intention of Spirit. For it is the fervent Prayer that 
availeth, fayes St. Fames. We greatly muftake, if we 
think we pray, when in our Churches we coldly re- 
hearſe the appointed Forms. There's more required to 
Prayer, than a bare repetition of Collects with the Mi. 
niſter, and a cuſtomary ſaying after him. There muſt 
"be heat of affection, and inflamed minds muſt go along 
with our Lips. When the Heathen offered a Beaſt in 
Sacrifice, if (upon opening it) the heart was wanting, 
this was counted ominous. And truly if our Prayers-be 
heartleſs, it boads ill, and ſhews they will be fruitleſs. 
If they want an Heart, they ſhall want an Ear too ; 
DET S' non. vocis , ſed cordis auditor eff, GOD will 
Fot hear, what our hearts do not utter. And therefore 
we are exhorted at the beginning of Divine Service, to 
accompany the Miniſter, not only with an humble 
Voice, but a pure Heart. And to raiſe our fervency 
and keep it on the Wing, are ſometimes call'd upon, 
with a Let us Pray: agreeable to the Deacons, oremus, 
intents fimus, &c. in the Primitive Church. 


* Secondly, We muſt pray with Zolinefs. * 7 will (lays * i Tim. >. 8; 


St. Paul) 'that men pray every where lifting up holy 
hands. And in proportion to this, it-is the Prayer of 
the righteous man (lays St. Fames) that availeth much. 
Whereas what the recovered blind perſon ſpake (as a 


Popular Sentiment) is a certain-truth; + t#ha# "GOD +5. John g: 


heareth not Sinners. And therefore David declares, |} ; 
T regard iniquity in my heart, the LO'R D will not hear 
ome. And the SPIRIT adviſeth all thoſe that would 
draw nigh to GOD, fo as He again may draw nigh 


if 37- 
|| Plal. 65. 18, 


to them; * zo cleanſe their hands, and purify thezr *5. Ja. 4. 8. 


hearts, And need enough ; for if'we offer Duties in 
a ſtate of fin, and with hands full of moral defilement ; © © 
this (as appears in the = of Eſay) will not only pur 
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[ | in a Bar againſt their acceptance with GOD, but 
( turn them into burthens and abominations to Him. 

'F '- And then 7hirdly, we muſt pray with Zumility. 

| Even with men, he that begs proudly , though never 

ſo poor, gets nothing. Haughty craving moves us to 

Wl: -. ſcorn, rather rhan- pity. And thus it is with GOD ; 

17H > J* 45. He reſiſteth the proud, and * proclaims as much. So 

that arrogant addreſs, even to His MAJESTY, ſhall 

ſurely be rejected ; and meet with repulſe, inſtead of 

mercy. And as we muft pray with humility of mind 

and a proſtrate Spirit ; ſo with humility of od like- 

wiſe. The word ſupplication intimates as much. That 

men in praying, ſbtus ſe plicarent, ſhould fold or bend 

themſelves downward, and pray kneeling , which is an 

humble poſture, and therefore grateful to G OD, ac- 

+ De orat. Do- cording to St. Cyprian. For ſays he, Þ+ placendum eſt di- 

y Ear Vinis. oculs & habitu corporis : when we pray, even the 
geſture of the body muſt be pleaſing in G O D's fight. 

One name by which the Jews called Prayer, was 
nMnY tation , ' becauſe in it they usd to faud. And fo 
do the Zhiopic Chriſtians ; leaning or reſting upon 

», f: Fed. Desks of wood (as || Scaliger remembers) becauſe their 
'—9E7 Liturgy is long. But our Church, by that power which 
is given her for Edification , having appointed: we 
thould kyee//; we have reaſon to comply with the ſub- 
miſſive poſture. Eſpecially it being the manner of the 
" very /fr/# Chriſtians , in their P«4/ick Devotions. . For 
EF! we find Saint Pax, and a Company of Believers, kneel- 
| ing at Prayers on the Tyrian Shore , Ads 21.5. . And 
their kneeling down there, proves that genufleCtion, or 

kneeling at Prayer, had then obtained. Elſe they would 

have wav'd it at-that time certainly , the place being 

 ____ not over convenient: for " geſture.' And when awhile 
Bp pos after, Tertulian * gives notice, 'that Chriſtians deem'd 
fas ducimus, vel de geniculis adorare. Eadem immunitate 2 die Paſch#y in Pentecoſt en uſp, 


| ' gaudemus. De (or0n. mil. Ls 
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it unfit to kneel at Prayers on ſome days ; he thereby 

gives us clearly to underſtand, that they uſually prayed 

in that lowly poſture. 
If now we look back upon the words again, at a 

Third Glance, we may ſee in them, the Parts or Mem- 

bers of Publick Prayer. They are Por. 

The Firſt, 4inns, Supplication. Which 1s for averting 

ſome evzl, either of ſin, or ſuffering. 

Second Tlegrwy, Prayer, Which is for procuring ſome 


good, to Soul, or Body. 
The 7hird *Eilw&s, Interceſſion. Which is for either, 


or both of theſe, relating to others. 

The Fourth "Ev;aciz, Thankſgiving, Which js for 
benefits received, either by our ſelves, or other peo- 
ple. | 
Theſe are the Four uſual conſtituent parts of Publick 

Prayer. Some redute them to zwo ; {nvocation and 

Thauksgiving. But why ſhould we controul the Great 

Apoſtle, and go about to alter this Platform of his 2 

as if the Model he has given to the Church, could want 

our mending. Nay it is not St. Paul, but the HOLY. 

GHOST, that here divides it into Four Jntegrals ; 

and why then ſhould any attempt to contract it into 

zwo 2 And ſo eſſential are alt theſe four Limbs to the 
making up a perfe&t Body of Prayer ; that ſhould any 
one of them chance to be lacking, it might maim the 

Devotions we offer to GOD; and that ſo far, as for 

. want of entireneſs, they might alſo want ſome degrees 
of acceptance. | 

' In caſe it be inquired why Confeſſion, another Mem- 
ber of Publick Prayer, is not here mentioned ; I an- 
ſwer. We muſt ſuppoſe that included in Supplication. 

And indeed when we beg ſecurity and protection from 
\ evils, what do we leſs than implicitely confeſs our own 


- demerits ; and tacitely acknowledge our ſelves ſtain'd. 
RE, | | with. 
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with ſuch guilt, as renders us obnox1ous to the evils we 
deprecate. 

According to this neceſſary method and uſeful va- 
riety, our Service-Book is compoſed. For there 1s. frſ, 
Confeſſion, and that full and explicite, ſo far as 'tis fit a 
General one ſhould be. Then Supplication and Prayer 
for our ſelves. Then kind and charitable 7zterceſons for 
others. And laſtly, Thankſgiving to the Father. of Mer- 
cies, for His Goodneſs and loving kindneſs to us, and 
to all Men. | 

And truly were it not thus, our Commune Prayer, 
I fay, would be incompleat ; and we ſhould offer up 
a mutilate and imperfe& Worſhip. And fo muſt they 
do conſequently, who are not preſent at the :who/e Ser- 
vice. And for that reaſon methinks, they can expect 
but part of G O D's Bleffing neither. Which T beſeech 
them ſeriouſly to conſider. 

Thus (to inſtance in one particular) Confeſhon is a 
part of our Holy Service. And to ths Part of it the 
Promiſe of Pardon is more eſpecially annex'd : 5» 5w- 
aczou, if we confeſs our fins, He u faithful and juſt to 
forgrve us our fins. 'But then if through care/eſneſf, we 
come to the Church Prayers when the Confeſſion is 
paſt; let it be conſidered, whether we do not, for that 
time, ſomewhat weaken our title to G O D's Promiſe, 
and forfeit our intereſt in his forgiving Mercy ; by 
ſlighting that condition and piece of juſt homage, which 
he requires in order to remiſſion of our fins. 

Let us again caſt our Eyes upon the Text, and in 
the Fourth place will appear the Nature or Quality of 
Publick Prayers. They muſt be MADE. He does 
not fay m5 meogipz3zu, I exhort that Prayers be of- 
fered up ; that is, -afore they be made : but o>gwas 
Ti, T exhort that they be MADE firſt. Now 
T#, does often ſignify as much as ip4Cyar ; which de- 

| notes - 
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notes the making of a thing, 7x35 v &rmivor, artifici- 
ally and painfully. And therefore "Enaciwr, is a Shop, 
or Elabaratory, where Workmen make things with all 
the skill, and care, and induſtry they can. So that 
Publick Prayers are not to be leit- to private Mens dif 
cretion. They are not to be invented and delivered at 
once, by way of inſtantaneous conception and profu- 
ſion; which, with ſome perſons, would make them 
wild, and gariſh, and humourous enough ; but to be 
wiſely contrived, and ſolidly digeſted into ſet Forms, 
by the moſt Orthodox and Reverend Clergy in the 


Church ; ſuch as Archbiſhop 7imothy was, and ſuch as - 


the Compilers of our Liturgy were. 
| As for Solitary and ſecret Devotions, they may be 
| allowed to be leſs ſtudied and exa&. For they are to 
conſiſt, as the Father ſays, Magzs gemitibus, quam ſer- 
monibus ; plus fletu, quam. affeftu. More in groans and 
tears , than verbal utterance. But Publick and ſocial 
Prayers, .muſt be of judicious and accurate Compolure, 
for ſundry reaſons. Partly. for the great Solemnity of 
_ the Duty; partly for the credit: and honour of the 
Church , partly out of ſober and modeſt regard to 


them that join in them-3 but chiefly in awful venera- - 


tion to GOD, whoſe Glories are ſuch, that we muſt 


not approach and ſpeak to His MAJESTY, without. 


due preparation. That HOLY SPIRIT, who is 
the SPIRIT of Supplication, ſignifies as much, where 
He cautions us from above; Be not raſh with thy mouth, 


and let not thine heart be haſty to utter any thing, before - 


GOD, Eccleſ. 5.2. | 


Church Prayers muſt not be, formed, as Democritus 


and Epicurus thought the World to be framed; by a 
fortuitous concourſe of blind. and unguided Atoms. 
They muſt. not be a caſual- and ſudden, ColleFion, of 
crude, and empty, and independent: Sentences ; poured 
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forth amain by exzempore heat , and jumbled together 
by accident. No, it St. Pauls Council, or holy Canon, 
be valid or authentick ; they muſt be MADE. That 
is, they muſt be a Syſtem or Complex of worthy Pe- 
titions, ſuted to the common neceſlities of Men, and 
moulded up into grave and orderly methods. Into 
ſuch a Contexture as our Liturgy is of, which (with- 
out flattery) is moſt incomparable. For it is M ADE 
into a Confeſſion, Abſolution, Litany, Offices, &c. and is 
ſo rarely methodiz'd, as nothing of that nature can ex» 
ceed it. FE: 

This way of praying in Publick, by MADE, or 
Set Forms ;. however it is diſguſted and ſcornfully de- 
cried ; is by far the beſt in ſeveral reſpe&ts. For 
it is 

Firſt, Moſt Decent. 
Secondly, Moſt Safe, 
Thirdly, Moft Warrantable. 

Firſt, It is moſt Deceut. And that both as to the 
Prayers themſelves, and the INFINITE BEING 
to whom they are dire&ed. 

As to the Prayers themſelves. For certainly ſuch as 
are maturely prepar'd, I mean with prudent and pious 
animadvertency and conſideration, in point of Decency, 
muſt needs excel all abortive effuſions, which are con- 
ceiv'd and brought forth in the ſame moment. Can 
that be a ſpruce or comely Garment, which is made 
only of ſuch ſhreds, as are pickt up by chance, and alſo 
in haſt; and immediately patcht or ſtitcht together ? 
Why, no more may that be a Decent Prayer, which is 
only a rhapfody or confarcination of accidental Petiti- 
ons ; the indeliberate ſuggeſtions of a roaming Phancy,. 
which oft takes at random what comes next to be pre- 
. ſented to GOD; when for its pitiful jejuneſs , it is 

unmeet to be ſpoken to underſtanding men. Y : 

| n 
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- And then it is moſt Decent as to GOD likewiſe, to 


whom the Prayers are put up. Can we honour Him 
too much 2 Can. we pay Him too great a deference ? 
Should we ſpend many Weeks, or Months, or Years ; 
yea, imploy our whole Lives in making a Prayer, could 
it at laſt be worthy of Him? But then what do men 
mean to aC&t as they do 2 They make nothing of ruſh- 
ing into the Dreadful Preſence , and there laying the 
rains upon the Necks of their bold and vagrant Phan- 
cies, ſuffer them to run on in petulant Careers, till 
their Inventions and themſelves, be quite tir'd and out 
of breath. Let any. that are toucht with the leaſt tol- 
lerable ſenſe. of GOD' ALMIGHTY's Perfe&ti- 
ons , and their own moſt deſpicable tenuity and no- 
thingneſs ; judge whether this be ſeemly or no. In 
caſe it be, I profeſs I know not what is rude and 
preſumptuous. 5 

* Secondly, -To pray in Publick by a Set Form is mo/# 
ſafe. For ſo people being furniſht, not only with pro- 
per, but pregnant words ; and thoſe words diſpoſed 
into clear, and .caſy, and. coherent methods ; inſtead 
of Polylogical, impertinent, and ſuperfluous Requeſts ; 
which not ſeldom fall in with unpremeditated Prayers, 


and do mightity ſtifle and ſuffocate zeal —_ it- 


down into dulneſs and lafſitude ; they ſhall have ſuch 
as are fully expreſſive of their wants, and apt to enli- 
ven and bear up their Souls ; being as Wings or Vehi> 
cles to carry them to G'OD. - 

And then it is ſafe upon another ſcore. As it defends 
and ſecures the Churches Devotions, from great incon- 
veniencies, that elſe might croud in upon them, and 
corrupt thetn. T mean from all kind of looſe and frothy 
expreſſions ; from defultory extravagancies, and wan- 


dring' excurſions ; 'from harſh incongruities ,' trifling - 


tautologies , and: wearifome: heſitations : not to-fay, 
D. nonſenſical 
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* Numb. 6. 
24, 25, 26, 


+ Numb. 10: 
352 36» 


nonſenſical abſurdities, and horrible blaſphemies. All 
which have been, and way be, the black, and monſtrous, 
and deformed Iſſue, of a ſtrugling roving mind in Pray 
er, diſtrated to think what ſhall next be uttered ; when 
all irs powers ſhould be cloſely united, to attend its 
foreknown Petitions with Faith and affeQion to the 
Throne of Grace. And therefore in tender care of the 
African Churches indempnity in this matter ; it was 
decreed by the Third Council of Carthage, and the Se- 
cond of Milevis, that no Prayers ſhould be uſed in Pub- 
lick, but ſuch as by the Church were firſt approved. 
And for this reaſon ; ne forte aliquid contra fidem, &c, 
Leſt any thing contrary to the Faith, ſhould chance to be 

uttered through ignorance or inadvertency. TS: 
Thirdly, It is moſt warrantable. For it is derived to 
us from the uniform PraCtice of moſt famous Churches 
in former Ages. Which, it the concurrent Teſtimo- 
nies of earlieſt Antiquity be creditable ; in their open 
religious Addreſſes to Heaven , made uſe of Set 
Forms. VF | 
Thus did the Jews ; and that from the beginning, or 
firſt ere&ion of their renown'd Oeconomy. G OD,. 
even then (as ſoon as He had eſtabliſht a Worthip pe- 
culiar to Himſelf) commanding Aarox to bleſs the 
People ; preſcribed him a ſtanding Form of Betiedidi- 
on. *The LORD Bleſs thee and keep thee; the LORD 
make His face to ſhine apes thee,. and be L bom unto 
e tight of his cox 


Sw 4 S#+.+ 


” 


Catbedrgl-( | : 
ther, there was a fixed Form. * Be merciful, O LOR D, * Deut. 21.8... 
unto thy. people Tirael, whom thou haſt redeemed, and lay 
not innocent bloed wnto thy people of Iſracls charge. And 
ſo there was at the payment of the third years Tiths. 
+ Look-down from thy boly habitation from Heaven, and t Dew.26.1y, 
Bleſs thy people Tirael, JG. the Land which thou haſt gf 
Ven Us. 

Afterwards the Pre phets gave Forms unto the Jews, 

whereby they were is pry So did Zoſea in time of 
{crjous repentance. ke-with you words, and turn to || Hoſea 14: 2: 
the LO RD; ſay Lk Him, take away all iniquity, and 
recerve us graciouſly, And ſodid Tein n time of ſolemn 
humiliation. * Zer- the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the * Joc 17. 
LORD, weep between the Porch and the Altar, and let 
them ſay ſpare thy people, O LORD, &c. And as 
Maimonides informs us, the commune ſtanding Forms 
of Prayer in the Jewiſh Church , were eighteen, ever - 
{Gnce E/dras his time, who drew them up. Though as 
we ear from others, they were reviſed and new me- 
thodiz a, many ages after ; in the days of Rabbi Gama- 
ueb St. Pauls Tutor. 


- Nor was it otherwiſe under the Goſpel, when that 
came into-the World. But as Religion then BD 


grew to greater: perfeCtion, fo did Forms of Prayer 
$09. - 
Theilluſtrious OA or Forerunger of CHRIST, 
taught his Proſel tes 8 Form. of Prayer. So much is.in- 
tumated in tha hat Rea veſt to our SAVIOUR. + St. La, tV- 1 
I: - LORD, .teach ws to pray, as John alſo tanght his 
Diſciples. | 
And Our Great REDEEMER being ſo impor- 
tun'd to teach His "op ples to pray ; made that com- 
- pcndious,”- but -mo Ea Form . (out of Fewiſb |/id Bellarm. 
Prayers and traditional. Sayings of the Efders) which domay ap wy 
from Him its fic ook its Denomunation. En CaP. 4- 
© ns: 
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when he had compos'd and given them it, he ſtrictly 
charg'd them, when they prayed, to uſe it. "Om ne- 
:x65e, When ye pray, ſay, OUR FATHER; Oc. And 
+... ,, whenwedolo, in St. Cyprians judgment, we are moſt 
8g cue like to ſpeed. * For when FH E ſays, whatſoever we ſhall 
| petrerinus & ask the FATHER in His Name, HE will give it us ; 
| Ho Ye Hp _ how much more effeftually do we obtain , what we ask in 
| bes quanto of. the Name of CHRIST, if ſo be we crave it by His 
| Fearius impe- Prayer ? A molt ſufficient reaſon why the PATER 
ans 7c-;.NOSTER occurs fo often in the Commune-Prayer- 
| fti Nomine, f Book; there being no Office in which it is not: found : 
| prrams 2 but in the daily Morning and Evening Service, it is 


— 


; Oratione ? De 


| Orat. Doin. twice inſerted. And though we find not 1n Scripture 
that the Apoſtles uſed this Form ; yet this is no conclu- 
five Argument that they did'not uſe it. For ſo it appears 
not in the Holy Writings, that they ever Baptized in 
the Name of the FATHER, SON, and HOLY 
GHOST : yet we may be fiire they did it ; that Sa- 
cred Form being abſolutely neceſlary and-eſlential to 
the Ordinance. - Farther yet. ' . © | 
| St. Paul was a Perſon admirably Gifted. -Himſelf ſups 
| +2 Cor. 11.5. Poſeth, that he was not | a whit behind'the very chiefe/t 
| Apoſtles. And therefore doubtlefs he 'excelled in the 
g1ft of Prayer. Yet in the cloſe of his Epiſtles, he keeps 
to one Form of Valediftory BenediCtion : the grace of 
our LORD FESUS CHRFST' be with you. 
. Laſtly, In the. thirteenth of the 4d&s, we find Pro- 
|  phets, and Teachers, and ſeveral noted and conſiderable 
| BY. 2. ob/e- Perſons, amongſt whom was St. Barnabas, {| nerepyirror 
; Craſſent, Syri-T6 Kvele, ſerving the LORD by a Liturgy. And fo he 
It continued to be ſerved in ſucceeding Ages, by the Lt 
-.; turgies of, Apoſtles, and holy. Biſhops, in  fundry 
Churches, ' By St. Fames's (for Example) at Feraſatem : 
_ © by. St. Marks, at Alexandria - by. St. Chryſoſtow's, at 
' © Antioch; by St. Baſils, at Cgſarea: and the like: 'And - 
"FEE nn ns therefore 
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therefore in Tuſtin Martyr, we read of fuzz: zower, Come 
mune Prayers. And in Origen, of tz ae5mxttou, or- 
dered, or appointed Prayers. And in * Euſebius'ot Pub. * Hip. 15. 10; 
lick Oratories, not only built, but conſecrated. Where ©? 3: 
the Members of CHRIST meeting together in 
Prayer, Thankſgtving, and an orderly ſervice ; honoured 
G OD, the Author of all Goodneſs. | 
_ If any affirm a Spirit of Prayer to be given to Chri- 
ſtians; and that this might excuſe 'or ſuperſede the uſe 
of Forms : they do but Jeave the Caſe, juſt where they 
find it, Far admit that in the Churches Infancy, Chri- 
ſtians were ſo aftuated by the HOLY GHOST, as 
to-berable to compoſe moſt excellent Prayers, from His 
ſudden impulſe :. yet that miraculous xcewe, or Gift 
(as. well.as others then diſpenſed) is long ſince ceaſed: 
And truly while it held, it ſeems not to have been im-. 
parted to axy promiſcuouſly, much leſs toa# ; but on- 
ly:to. a few, choice .and eminent Perſons ; and to. them 
perhaps but at times. neither. For. the Commune way 
whereby the Good SPIRTT then helpt the Church 
in groſs, as to. theDuty of Prayer ; was not by ſugge/#- | 
ing words to them , but (as HE tells 'the f Romays).+ Ch. e. 26. * 
' by-Interceding for them. «12ywis dnuainue,, with groans 
inutterable. Which, whatever they were, they could: 
notibe words, becauſe: they-could not be atfered.. . 
- GOD promiſed, Zech.. 12. 10. that HE would” 
our out: upon the inhabitants of  Feruſalem. (in the time 
he SPIRIT OF SUPPLICA- 


of, the Goſpel) the IT O1 [ 
TIONS. And what was to be the effect or confequent* 


of -this' bleſſed effuſion? . Why, _ ot a yolubility of 
tongue in. Extempore Prayer., from.the SPIRTT's 
dictation of words or phraſes: we hear nothing 'of that. 
But an acknowledgment (lays the Context) of; their 

ierced SAVIOUR, joined with paſſionate Epidemi- 


P x 
eql Mourning. Where the Prophets, 92097 771 Greaz- 
| Mourning, . 
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Mourning, flowing from the Deſcent of the SPIRIT 


of Supplications ; ſeems to hold a fair analogy, if not 


--an exat Parallel, to the Apoſtle's 5raywer dadamn, inut- 


terable. groans. And fo it farther makes it clear unto 
us, that the deſign of the SPIRIT's coming down 
upon the Church, as a SPIRIT of Supplications ; 
was not to word the Prayers of the Saints, or to looſen 
their zougues in general, by inſpiring them with «zter- 
ance : but to influence their mzds at their holy Devo- 
tions ; and by raiſing ſolemn and facred paſſions within 
them, to improve their Performances , both in zeal 
and acceptance. . ._ | 


' "And hence we may learn what it is-to pray by the 


Spirit; No more (unleſs we'll rom Enthuſiaſts, or run 


to the Gift of Miraculous Prayer) than to pray with 
ſerious, vehement, paſſionate deſires ; and with ſuch 
elevated, ardent, and inflam'd affections, asthe SPIRIT 
of GOD, who is the Spirit 'of Supplications , exeites 
and kindles.in us. - And therefore know, that they who 
pray by MADE or SetForms; ' may pray in, or by 
the SPIRIT, as much as any Supplicants can do. 
Yea, they are like to do it more. For without queſti- 
on, the, SPIRIT of that GOD, who is the GOD 
of order, will ſooner condeſcend to aflift and -enliven 
the Devotions of men ; if in obedience to Sacred (I 
may ay) as well as Civil Canon;they offer up M ADE 
Y 


_ or Preſcribed Prayers : than if ina Way. groundleſs, 


and vettiginous humour ; they reje 
worle of: their own. ©... 54 
_ Itiis now time to conſider the Fifth Particular; the 
Extent , or. Objeftive Latitude of Publick Prayer. 
Which aecording to the Text, runs out into Three 
Branches. For 7 OETIOP > 311; 


X theks, and bring 
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E for all Men. 
It muſk be madey tor. X;xgs. rm 
for al that are in authortty.. 


FOR ALL MEN. 


So the Fewi/h High Prieſt prayed * unip dmwres ay-* Dr Monarch. 
$>dwy ivr, as Philo remembers , for the whole ſtock of _ 
Mankind. And not only fo, «me x, ump .76v Tis gvows why, 

But for the ſeveral parts of natare too. The figure or 
q ſyrmbolical repreſentation -of which: (according to that 
learned Writer) he. bore. about him in his Pontifical 
Robes or: holy Veſtments. | LR: 
Some reſtrain the a// »1ex in the Text, -to all in the 
Catholick Church. But theſe ſhut up the ſenſe in. too 
ftrait a Compaſs. Others tnore rightly. extend .it to all 
"men in general. And the-PraQice of -our Churclr, de- 
clares Her to be.of this latter Opinion. 'For..ia the 
Good Friday Colle&, ſhe begs of GOD, to have mercy 
wpon all Turks, Jews; Infidels, and Hereticks: And has 
appointed a Prayer for a7 conditions of men, to be uſed 
at ſuch times as the Zirany-is. not. - For in that again 
ſhe implores mercy «pon al/ men. And good reaſon, 
| when St. Paul (we ſee) injoins it. And that upon ſo- 
F lid and ſubſtantial Grounds. For ſo to do, is highly 
\conform, both to. the Goodneſs of G O D,, the Mercy 
of CHRIST, .und the;Tengquy. of the,,Galpe].. Ina 
mach as *GOD' created All.men.;. CHRIST Re- 
deemed: all-mefi, ; and the Goſpel tenders Life and Sal- 
vation to:all. Which well conſidered, who can ſcruple 
or heſitate at;praying for-alh?. Yea, the. Apoſtle's Ex- 
hottation to 7aiwtr/al Prayer here ,\ takes. uts.riſe:even 
profeſſedly fron). this, | chat >60-D; would have all men 
to be ſaved, verſe 4. And when Heavencalls for fuch 
| | | " comprehenſive 
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comprehenſive and Catholick Devotions; for us to 
contrad and ſhut them up in ſtraiter bounds, would be 
to draw down a double guilt upon our felves. For be- 
ſides that we muft ſwerve from the authentick Rule 
which the GREAT GOD has given us in the Caſe : 
we ſhall be ſhort in that Religious ſympathy, tender- 
neſs, and affection to Mankind, which ſhould invigo- 
_ rate andennoble our Souls. he- 
Happy is our Church therefore (as well as Ortho- 
dox and regular) in that ſhe has declin'd narrow and 
partial Supplication. For thereby ſhe muſt have incur- 
red the-cenſure of a mean, as well as the:evil of a .dege- 
nerous temper. Whereas now by her free and. dilated 
Liturgy, ſhe is vindicated from the one , and fenc'd 
againſt the other ; and proclaimed aloud to be neither 
of a ſtingy diſpoſition, nor defeQtive Charity .: but full 
of that Candour, benevolence, and love , in-. which 
 conſiſts/the ſpecial and 'fignal TrWezue ,” Cognizance or 
-Charaferifſtic, of the Chriſtian Spirit. Tr might be well 
For her indeed, if ſhe could ſhut the wicked out of her 
Communioen ; but *tis ill leaving «them (out of her 
Prayers. We muſt pray for ALL MEN. 7 
But in the next place, more particularly 


' FOR KINGS. 
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ro help the Emperour in his juſt Wars : * Origen repli'd, * Cont. Cet. * 
that they did aſſiſt. him , Sus apits, with divine ſuccour, OPS 
metonAiay dvarcubvoe Os, Buckling On the whole Armour 

of GO D. And how was that 2 Why, _—_— pure hands, 

hey  firove with GOD by Prayers for him: Yea, he 

aſſures Celſus, that they ſo did + better © 


ſervice for ' Kings , than thoſe who. bare 'T Hyuits ot 5 Tos nas 
arms ', and fought their , Battles ; while 145 Auiuoras, Tis bnleles |} 
| by their holy Prayers they drove away 7 T9» 2 9Þr55 ns Nos, 
Devils, thoſe Promoters of Wars, and 35 fo ng ne 
Confounder s of Leagues, and Diſtur bers gainon, wep 01 onev]es Segled- | 
of Peace, as he calls them. . «3x7. Id. ib. pa. 427. 
And here T muſt not forget that both 
theſe Great Fathers, ground this dutiful PraQtice of 
Chriſtians, upon my Text. This we do, fays || Origen, || Vii ſpr. 
mulls yu Saco ori, in obedience to the Apoſtles Voice, 

which fays, 7 exhort, . that firſt of all Supplications be 

made for KINGS. And we, fays Tertulian, becauſe | 

he ſays, * nominatim atq; manifeſte, orate pro Regibus, * 4pot.cap.zr. 

expreſly and by name, pray for Kings. And truly, if 

there be'not.a Man in the World, but needs the Chrt. [ 

ſtias, Prayers .(as..it ſeems - there. is:not, for we muſt 
pray for, all. Men) then ſurely; Kings muſt-need them | 

moſt, -and that upon ſundry 'great accounts, which I 
cannot-now remark. SE; 

- Prayers, muſt be made for: KINGS. . This juſtifies ' 
our Liturgy 3.and beſides. a great deal of Right,. does | 
much -hanour to it, For in that it; contains frequent | 
Petitions, and:ſolemn- Prayers.for the KING ; it does 
bur anſwer and come up to the Word of G OD, which 
not-only allows, but requires ſuch Prayers.  __ : 
. - It likewiſe commends the Liturgy to.our ole. In. 3 | 
" » that it. miniſters to ſo noble a Duty ;, and is a match | 

leſs Volume, not only of Pious,: but Loyal. Devo--. | 


tions. I Tf Le 
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 guardedan the beſt manner... | | 


— — _— —_— _ 


Thowh withal ir-throws-ſhatne and reproach upon 
ber = that either fore reafons,: or: forwery Jt . ones, 
eple&t or refuſe t6 join-inwuſing it, © Fr makes them 
or like'no exceffive Friends to the KXING:; [ana as 
if they did not over-affet hisRoyalaPerſon, or-Govern- 
ment. _.. .. 

But to them that ztearily Loyal, and would be 
thought.to.be ſo; b, hete's *"rooflifore,and compenti- 
ous Way for them to teſtify and' prove it ; 'afidithat to 

 and:Men'at once: It 'them -come -conftantly 
tothe Publick Prayers, and'humbly and heartily bear 

a part in them. 

Thus I pafs.to'the Third Branch , of the- 0bjeft of 


Publick or 'Commune'Prayer. Jr muſt be made 


FOR 4TL THAT ARE IN - 
AVTHORITY.: 


And to tie Devore whick St. Pail thete's re 
mult run gurallel with the ſiibmiffion 'St.'Pever injoins. 
They miſt relate to ,- ant! include every Ordinance of 
Man, footy y the F PWG as Capreme 3 Put Covers 
ours. als that are Jet by Efins.' Yea, lby- thoſe here 
& imr}h, in authorlty; sre to'be underſieed; not -only 

iabres x} ; Fragile, Rulers and Commanders , 'Civil andiEc- 
Achialtieg -but"alfo triv47ee x) bilit, the' preat ani{i\bo- 
CEE - "Int as ArSWode us hy ty ind -Emi- 
wexce (as the” Word natigdlFy nifies)* s avell as ifuch 
as are over-us it Power unit Office: And-pood ireafor! 
hat 2orÞ ſhould tayerhe Chriſtian Prayers. For «as by 
chr No * have the more influence upon-0- 

ir 0 cle nd fway' them 26 WFerrus and Viee ; 

are the more expoſed 6 dangers themfelves, 
oy iritazt aid bodily - 'enilhenfGre: lad need 4 


"But 


@. 


a. 


. s. 
” _ I —_ 
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Bur then how-exa&ly does our Liturgy: comport 
with , -and* correſpond t0' rhis: Apoſtolick DireCtion : 
For therein'we pray' not'only. forthe. K EN G;; but. for 
all that are'put it authority under bim;- and are in- places. 
of height or eminence over' us; As, for: our Gracious 
QUEEN; for the QUEEN DOWAGER; for 
the Princefs of ORANGE; for: the: Princeſs: of 
DENMARXRK; and for all the ROVAL: FAMILY. 
For'the Lords of the Council, and all.the- NOBILITY. 
For the. MA GTS TR ATES!:,. and. High Court. of 
PARLIAMENT, when ſitting: For all BISHOPS; 
PRIESTS, and' DEACONS: 

"Which laſt Orders- of: Mer , however: the- World: 
Nights and'defpiſes'them'(as-theydid their M ASTER 


CHRIST Himfelf): are' yert- UTERINE, 7M authority 
and 'in ſublimity. Highly exalted both in' Honour and: | 


Power, - by virtue-of' their Fanftions: 


As for -BISH'O P'S, - Se.- Ferome: ſtyles them Eccle- 


ſiaſtical'Princes,. in 'his:Comment: on the 44h P/aby. 
They are'Spiritual/Potentates. - | 


| As for PRTES'T S, St: Chryſoftomr and: Throphylatt 


both; ' call their Offfee, dHope whe, a'gramd Dignity: or 
Authority, And therefore as many as are: of| the Qr- 
der, muſt te hugely advanced in place:and: power, / 


| And then as for 'DPACONS, - no; meaner/ ar Fa» 
ther than” **St. 1gnatius-,- injoins-people: to. reverence: + xy, ad Snys; 
them:  T if Amira -ofporite-: Ven, 10: his; Epiſtle; to: 
the Ph/tadelphians; he calls thenv av9har- his: Fellow: ſer-- 
wants. And im his Epiſtle to\ thit Ziafiars, het dives; 
xlvle; Uſſbemi Scorer Tis Niexdver;” ot Thos: Xtudre” Let alf:reverence: 
the. DEACONS; a'F BS@8: CAERIS:T Which: 
as it ' puts” a « manifeſt? diſtinion-i betwixt© them and; 
Lay-men,; (where ſome'think'muchto aflow:a difference). . 
exks- them to" be perſons :of> credit'in 


ſoit platoly beſp 
the Church. x. = op DEI” 
F 2 Mad 
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And thus at laſt we come to the Scope or Ends of 
Publick Prayer, That we way lead a quiet and peace- 
able life, in all godlineſs and honeſtly. And that it is a 
Mean or Inſtrument moſt proper to accompliſh theſe 
excellent Ends ; none can doubt. As to Peace and gur- 
etueſs, its powerful efficacy was of old experienc'd. 
Within the compaſs of the Ten firſt Perſecutions, Chri- 
ſtians had many breathings , or wiſhed intervals of 
Peace and'Quietneſs. And afterwards their Peace was 
not only the reſult of meer Tolleration or Connivence; 
but was fometimes eſtabliſht by Imperial Edi& and a 
Legal Settlement. So Marcus Antoninus for one (whoſe 
dutiful carriage got him the Sirname of Pzws) enated 
2 * Law ; that it any proſecuted or impleaded Chriſti-- 
ans, hoc ſolo nomine, as Ghriſtians; the Accuſers them- 
ſelves ſhould. be fo puniſht, as they deſign'd to puniſh 
them. And whence came the tranquillity they thus 
injoy'd under Heathens 2. Why, by wile, and learned, 
and - very, good Men, it ſtands imputed to. the- 
CHURCHES PRAYERS. And to the fame 
Prayers they ' aſcribe Conſtantines Converfion , which 
made way, not only for Chriſtians Peace, but their - 
oreat proſperity. . ' EY ACDE NP 

And perhaps that Peace which we have poſle(sd, 
when Nations about 'us have been. embroil'd in. Wars ; 
may be owing in good meaſure , to our. Churches. 


Prayers. Nor know 1 amore likely means we-can uſe, 


to fix:Peace. amongſt. our ſelves, and make it laſting, 
For beſides the: Divine Virtue of thefe Prayers, whereby 
they promote and- miniſter to Peace; they have a 
great deal of xaturat force that way. For did we all but 


"meet in-the fame places, and--join unfeignedly in the 


ſame Offices; our- worſhiping GOD. with one Form.. 
and/with one Voice ; would inable us in time, to do it 
with one mind, and with one heart. Our daily Uni. 

T- -. _ formity 


Cathedral-Church a NORWICH. 


l———— 


formity in ſo ſweet an Imployment, would melt us by 
degrees, into. bleſſed Unanimity, and run us all into 


Photius Patriarch of Conſtantinople, writing a long Epi- 


build Churches for People to Aſſemble in ; tus wwi wn 
9xlop $51A85(uzvor, x1 xoewmv Thy hiEonoiay aeahgVies, cis .xomnv TE [17-5008 
nov duovetay aurereiumarles, That ſo making GO D propitious 


thar it might once be thus. 


Church's Prayers; give-me leave. to note. one thing. 
Which .I do,. not with Zzzterneſs, but grief. Who are 
the Male-Contents, and the Men fit to be Incendiaries 
amongſt us? And who have been the turbulent, FaQti- 
ous, and Seditious ones; but they that diſguſt theſe. 
Pacifick Prayers 2 Aft SS 
And then that the ſame Prayers ſerve to Godlineſs, 
who can queſtion? if they do but conſider, that we 
never ſerve GOD more truly and folemnly, than in 
and by ſuch Prayers. And therefore (above all other 
Ordinances or Parts of Worſhip) in way of proper 
'Emphaſis or peculiarity, they have the name or title 
of DIVINE SERVICE. Yea, Miniſter to God- 
lineſs all Prayers muſt (though not like Publick ones) 
as being a part or branch thereof. For in any ſort of 
Prayer, we addict and give up our ſelves.to adoration 
of GOD; as its name infinuates, when. we call it 
DEVOTION. 
' And then with real Godlineſs, Z7onefty is ſo compli-- 
| cated, that the ſame Prayers which are ſubſervient to. 
r” the ane, muſt needs be fo to the other likewiſe. 
But therefore how incongruous and deplorable is it, 
that they who count and call ghemſelves 7he Godly, and: 
F pretend: 


one happy. Mafs of Amity. and Concord. Therefore 
ſtle to Michael Prince of Bulgaria; exhorts him to _ 


by Commune Prayer, and. offering to Flim Commune Praiſe,. 
they might the better grow into Commune Vnity. LORD, 


And as no 1ll proof of the peaceful influence of our 


Zo A SERMON Preached' in the, &c: 
pretend,to Godlineſs beyond others.; ſhould' be ſhy of 
our Prayers, and continually abſent or ſeparate from 
them? and make this one piece ,, one mark: of their 
Godline(s too. Is not this abſurd,” and'to be fadty Ia 
mented* by all. good'People-> Eſpecially conſidering, 
that the Warrant and Rule for making: of Liturgies jo 
here.in the Text, was-given to, the Churclt by Thſpira- 

tion ; and thar oup Liturgy: is made witli. due confor-. | 


[T— 


*. 


mity. thereunto, as has been-ſhewed. 
Upon which conſiderations amongſt” ottiers, my 
hearts.deſire and Prayer unto: GOD, 15,. and ſhall be, IN 
that they who formerly have not done-it; may join. 
| with our, Holy Church-in her Heavenly Prayers; and- 
*fom. 15. 6. that they who: lave done. it,, may {tillf continite ſo: to 
do. *That fo we may with.one- wind and one- mouth; g/d- 
rife GOD, the Father of our LORD PESOS 
CHRIST. To whom: be-all' Prayer:, Prajfe; and- 
» Adoration, throughout all Ages, Amen - ' 
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FINIS. 


